
Council
Date: Thursday, 15 October 2020
Time: 6.30 pm
Venue: Teams Live Event
Membership: (Quorum 21) 

The Council membership is listed on the following page.

Chief Executive: Matt Prosser, South Walks House, South Walks Road, 
Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1UZ (Sat Nav DT1 1EE)

For more information about this agenda please contact Democratic Services  Susan 
Dallison  Susan.dallison@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

For easy access to the Council agendas and minutes download the free 
public app Mod.gov for use on your iPad, Android and Windows tablet. Once 
downloaded select Dorset Council.

Due to the current coronavirus pandemic the Council has reviewed its approach to holding 
council meetings.  Members of the public are welcome to view the meeting on line by 
using the following link to access the Dorset Council meeting.  

Members of the public wishing to view the meeting from an i phone, i pad, or android 
phone will need to down the free Microsoft Team App to sign in as a guest.  It is advised 
to do this at least 30 minutes prior to the start of the meeting.  Please note that public 
speaking has been suspended however public participation will continue by written 
submission only.  Please see detail set out below.

Recording, photographing and using social media at meetings

Dorset Council is committed to being open and transparent in the way it carries out its 
business whenever possible.  Anyone can film, audio-record, take photographs, and use 
social media such as tweeting and blogging to report the meeting when it is open to the 
public, so long as they conform to the Protocol for filming and audio recording of public 
council meetings.
A recording of the meeting will be available on the council’s website after the event. 

Public Document Pack
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5  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS 5 - 6

A period of 30 minutes is allocated to receive and respond to questions 
and statements on the business of the Council in the following order:
(a) Questions and statements from Town and Parish Councils;
(b) Questions and statements from those living or working in the 
Dorset Council area.

A person or organisation can ask either 2 questions, or 2 statements or 
1 question and 1 statement at each meeting.  

**Important** 
The full text of the question or statement must be received by 8.30am 
on Monday 12 October 2020.
Each question or statement is limited to 450 words.
Due to the Coronavirus pandemic public speaking has been 
suspended, however questions and statements will be published on 
the website and the Chairman of Council will decide whether a 
question or statement is to be read out aloud in whole, in part or not at 
all in the meeting.  The Chairman will invite the relevant member to 
respond to the questions and statements at the meeting.  

Details of the Council’s procedure rules can be found at: 
Temporary Council Procedure Rules

https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/s18925/Temporary%20Council%20and%20Committee%20Procedure%20Rule%20made%20in%20accordance%20with%20Coronavirus%20Act%202020%20and%20The.pdf
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Full Council
15 October 2020

Public Participation - Questions

Question 1
Submitted by: Geoffrey Chopping

The Ministry of Housing Communities and Local Government produced a 
white paper entitled PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE in August 2020.  The 
paper suggests some radical proposals to reform the planning process, in 
order to speed up the planning process, with land being classified as: Growth 
Areas; Renewal Areas; and Protected Areas.

Six paragraphs within the paper mention the Green Belt.  It is clear, from 
those 6 paragraphs, that it is the intention of the Government that the Green 
Belt should be excluded from consideration as land for development.

The width of the green belt between Wimborne and Furzehill was 
approximately halved in 2014.  The white paper proposes that the quantity 
and allocation of new housing, would be decided by an algorithm, (sometimes 
called the mutant planning algorithm) which proposes a large increase in 
development in the Dorset Council area.  According to the current analysis by 
Lichfields, this is an increase of 41.7% on the current local plan annual 
requirement of 1464 rising to 2075 by the proposed new standard method.

Will Dorset Council accept the government proposal, that Green Belt Land 
should be protected from development, and consequently will Dorset Council 
confirm that current Green Belt areas, within Dorset and in particular around 
Wimborne and near Furzehill, will be classified as Protected Areas, where 
development is restricted, as stated on page 20 of the white paper?

Question 2
Submitted by: Cllr Alistair Chisholm, Independent Councillor Dorchester 
Town Council 

In what way, precisely, will the building of 4000 houses immediately beyond 
the water meadows of the river Frome north of Dorchester (a proposal very 
likely to feature in the Dorset Council Local Plan early in 2021) “enhance”* the 
landscape of Thomas Hardy’s birth parish of Stinsford  or, as he termed it in 
his writing, “Mellstock”?

 the word used by Turnberry, the consultants employed by the North 
Dorchester Consortium.
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Question 3
Submitted by: Cllr Alistair Chisholm, Independent Councillor Dorchester 
Town Council 

Given that West Dorset’s Member of Parliament, Chris Loder, is opposed to 
the development of 4000 houses immediately north of Dorchester, how will 
you use this fact to Dorset’s advantage in the protection of its remaining rich 
biodiversity and the fight against climate change – neither of which would be 
advanced by slavish adherence to the government’s inflated housing targets 
for the county?
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